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REPORT.

The undersigned, in obedience to the requirements of reso-
Clution No. 1, of the last session of the Legislature, have the
honour to submit, for the consideration of the honourable the
Senate and House of Delegates, the accompanying draught of
a code for the government of the comman schools of the state.
_ In its preparation, it has been their purpose, whilst they
simplified the details of the system, to make it embrace all the
advantages supposed to be derivable from those of other states,
‘particularly from those of Massachusetts* and New York. . In

* In this state common schools are coeval with ity settlement, Provision
was made for them in the code formed on board of the MayAower.” And
it will be discovered that although the pilgrime acted upon the HMosaic law,
and declared the acts of cursing and smiting a parent to be capital offences,
yet if it were found that the parents were negligent in the education of their
children, this severity was dispensed with, '

+If any child or children above the age of sixteen years old, and of saffi.
cient understanding, shall curse or smite their natural father or mother, he
or they shall be put to death, unless it can be sufficiently testified that the
parents huve been very unchristianly negligent in the education of such
children.,” Massachusetis colony laws, 1646, chap. 18, § 13.

«Jf any childe or children above sixteen years old, and of competent un-
derstanding, shall cerse or smite their natural father or mother, he or they
ghall be put to death, unless it can be sufficiently testified that the parents
have been very unchristianly negligent in the education of such children,”
P’jymo-uth coluny faws, 1671, chap, 2, §13.
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both of these states, great.pains have been taken 1o establish
and sustain an efficient system of common schools; and, if we
be permitted to judge of their character, from the frequent ealo-
giums pronounced upon their efficiency, by persons compelent
to form a eorrect opinion, those efforts have been eminently
successful. It was anxiously desired to make the system of
Maryland conform to those of these two states, but owing to
the difference in their municipal arrangements, it wa found to
be impossible to do so in all particulars, The sub-division of
their terrilory ihto towns, and the agency of the town officers
in the management of their respective schools, are advantages
of which Maryland, under her present system, is necessarily
and unavoidably deprived. To overcome; as far as possible,
“this disadvantage, the introduction of other agents has been-
authorized. Of. their efficiency, time alone will enable us 1o
speak with confidence.
 On contrasting our present system wuh those of other states,
the undersigned were led to the conclusion, that .one of the
most prominent, if not the chief cause of its comparative inef-
ficiency, is its destitution of any controlling head. In Massa-
chusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and indeed, in most of the
states, there is a Principal to their system, who is responsible
to a considerable degree for the manner in which it performs
" its functions. In Massachusetts, there 1s a Board of Education,
the secretary of which is charged with the supervision of the
commnon schools, and with the collection of information touch-
ing their management and condition. This duty in New York
and Pennsylvania, is performed by the secretary of state, who,
in this connection, is denominated the superintendent of com-
" mon scheols.  In these states it is made the duty of the trus-
tees of the several schools, annually to furnish to the secretary
or-superintendent, full information in reference to the number
of scholars in attendance upon their respective schoals; their
couyse of studies, ages, the period of attendance at the school
of each scholar, the amount of money annually received by
‘them from all sources, together with such other information as
they may deem of advantage. When these reports are re-
ceived by the secretary of the Board of Education, or superin-
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tendent of common schools, as the case may be; it is made
his duty to arrange a digest of their contents, in such order
as to enable the Legislature to whom it is submitted, to form
a_correct opinion of the progress of edutation and the condi-
tion of the schools of the state. These duties ave required in
the draught now presented, to be performed by the trustees of
the several district schools and by the secretary of state, who
is ez-officio conslituted superiniendent of common schools.  In
addition to these, the secretary of state is required ta perform
other duties; such as eausing i'nspection of the different schools,
and the adjustment of disputes arising among the trustecs, or
commissioners of common schools, respecting the discharge
of their respective offices. From the creation of this supervie
sory power, and the information which the Legislature will
annually derive from the reports of the superintendent, much
good may be reasonably anticipated. So far as the office of
superintendent of common schools, as proposed, 1s conterned,
it is 1dentical with the same office in New York and Pennsyl-
vania, and with that of the secrelary of the Board of Educa-
tion in Massachusetts, -

In regard to the distribution of the schoal fund, the system
prevailing in nearly all the eastern states, has been adopted.
With scarce an exception in those states, it Is provided, that
when a county, or town, fails to raise by taxation a specified
sum for the support of common schoels, that such county, or
town, is deprived of all part of the fund furnished by the state,
This feature has been found to be of the utmost importance,
and to act powerfolly in behalf of the cause of education. The
inhabitants of counties, or towns, who from a culpable neglect
of the best intcrests of society, are unwiiling to subject themn-
selves to taxation for the education of the poor, are thus re-
winded, that unless -they will bear a portion of the burden,
‘they will not be allowed to enjoy any portion of the fund which
the patriotic munificence of the state has created for this pur-
pose.

Inmany towns where previously to the incorperation of
this feature into their system, there existed but feeble pro-

vision for the education of the young, now, with the aid
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of the fund derivable from” the tax imposed upon their in-
habitants, are maintained to their great advantage and that
of the community at Jarge, schools in which their' youth
may receive instruction fitting them for the discharge of the
duties of after life. Although some of the counties of this
state have wholly failed to contribute to the support of educa-
tion, it is yet hoped and believed, that if this provision be
‘adopted, they will emulate the‘example of their sister counties,
‘and rather than to be deprived altogether of the benefits of
education among the more indigent of their populalipn, cheer-
‘fully consent to the imposition of such taxes, as will place
‘them in the same position with the others. At all events, it
is the duty of the Legislature to see that the population of the
state be educated, and if in its judgment some such provision -
‘as this be indispensable 1o such an end, it is not to be pre-
sumed, there will be any hesitancy on its part, in the adoption
of it :
It will be perceived that in the accompanying draught, al-
-‘teration is proposed as to the manner of distribution of the fund
known as the “fund for academies, colleges and schools.”
Under existing laws, of this fund, the sum of three thousand
dollars is annually paid to the Trustees of St. John’s College
at Annapolis, and that of eight hundred dollars to each of the
counties for the support of academies.  So faras the donation
to St. John’s Coliege is concerned, no change is proposed;
and indeed it may be well doubted whether the Legislature
has the power to effect a change, even were any desirable.
None however is proposed. 8o too with that part of the fund
which is distributed to St. Mary’s and Charles counties. The
amount annually paid to these two counties is jointly contri-
buted, with the consent of their loeal authorilies, and with the
seeming approval of the people, to the aid of a most excellent
académy at Charlotte Hall. It was deemed best to allow of
the continuance of this appropriation, inasmuch as it secures to
that section of the State, an institution of character and use-
fulness. As regards that portion of the fund which is distri-
buted to the other counties of the state, in view of its ineffi-
cieney undér the present system, it has been theught advisable
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to incorporate it with the common school fund, to be distribu-
ted to the several counties, with the exceptions mentioned, for
the support of common schoels. By this arrangement, cach
county will receive a sum fully equal to what it does now,
and be enabled to maintain in greater vigour, schools in their
several districts.  Under the existing plan, it may be truly said,
that in most of the counties this fund is absolutely wasted. It
not being large enough to sustain at conventent points a suf-
ficlent number of academies for the use of the several counties,
the policy has been very generally adopted, to sub-divide it
into small sums and to distribute them to various institutions
established by individual and private enterprize. These insti-
tutions having but little aid other than this pittanee, are for
the most part, unable to render any extended or substantial
service to the community in which they arelocated ; and it so
happens, that their feebleness often serves as an inducement to
_parents dnd guardians, to send their children and wards to
some institution established on a larger seale beyond the limils
of their county, if not to one beyond those of their state. By
the proposed system this state of things will be whally chang-
ed; and it is believed that the ulteration, whilst it will enable
the inhabitants of each district to establish a good school, at
the same time, will give them the means of ensuring its per-
manance, and ihe consequent benefit of the neighborhood.
For these reasons this change has been recommended. -
Having ascertained from correspondence . with intelligent
gentlemen in the several counties, that in many instances, the
teachers selected for the different primary schoels, were wholly
unfitted in point of education and meral character for the faith-
ful discharge of their duties, and concurring fully in the senti-
ment expressed by a distinguished citizen, ““that a bad school-
master is a scourge to a communily,” care has been taken in
the preparation of the code, to provide for the due examination
of their qualifications before they be chosen to take charge
of a school. It will be seen, that it is made the duty of the
inspectors of common schoels in each of the counties, to ex-
amine the qualifications of all applicants for the appointment
of teachers; and that this examination shall extend to the as-
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certainment of their moral character, learning and ability.* Tt
is also provided, that the inspectors shall certify to the trustecs
of the different schools the result of their investigations; and
they are empowered, at any time they mway think proper, to
cause any of the accepted and acting teachers of their coun’ly,
to undergo examination again. .

These provisions, with those which make it the duty of the
inspectors to visit the different schools and carefully inquire
into their condition as regards the progress of the scholars. in
learning;, and ihe good order of the schools, give some assyr-
ance, if faithfully executed, that the present order of things
will be decidedly improved.

It will be observed that no compensation is allowed to the
inspectors, or o some of ihe other officers, This was done,
because it was judged best to suffer this matter to rest with
the Legislature. Butin deing so, the undersigned do not wish
1o be understood as favouring the proposition, that no allow-
* ance should be made: on the contrary, it is a decided convic-
tion with them that each and al] of those of whom services are
required, should be compensated for their time and trouble,
This opinion is founded not only upon the just rule, that all
should be paid for their services, but receives strength from
the circumstance, that unless they are, as experience has de-
monstrated, lbey will take but little if any interest in the
proper discharge of their duties. It is werse than useless to
prescribe duties if they be not performed; and if their perfor-
mance depénds upon the fact whether or no those charged with
it are compensated, there should be, it would seem, but one
course of poliey to be pursued,—that of awardlng compensa-
tion for services rendered.

The city of Daltimore having, with a spirit highly honour-
able to its patriolism and liberality, established a number of
efficient echools for the education of the young; and having also

# «The best phns of instruction cannot be executed but by good Lc.xchers.
and the stute has done netking for Popular Education, if it does not wateh
that those-who devotc themselves to teaching, be well prepared; then suit-
ably placed, encouraged and guided in the duty of continned self-imprevement,
and lastly, rewarded and promoted in proportion to their advancement, and
punished according to their faults.”—Covsixn.
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provided for their superintendence by a board of “Commis-
sioners of Pablic Schools,”” it has been thought best not to
suggest any change in the system by which they are support-
ed and governed. But, that the superintendent of common
schools may be able to submit to the Legislature full informa-
tion of the progress of edacation in the whole state, it has been
required of the commissioners of public schools of that eity,
annually to report to him the information which it is made the
duty of the trustees and commissioners of common schools to
furnish. '

The undersigned did not feel il to be their duty at this time,
to prepare a plan for the discipline to beobserved in the seve-
ral schools.  They preferred lo await the decision of the Le-
gislature upon the rierits of the code now submitied, and if
that dectsion should be a;')probaior‘y, to submit ata future day,
a supplemental report in which they would detail with parti-
colarity the books to be used; the hours during wkich the
schools should be kept open, together with all the mibulie
which constitute the regulations of a properly organized school.

The undersigned deemed it necessary to giake the foregoing
observations.in explanation of the plan they have prepared.
Upon the svbject of education generally, they do not consider
it essential that they should-indulge in any very extended re-
marks, inasmuch as its importance seems to be admitted by all.
They nevertheless beg to submit a few facts gleaned from the
statistics of the country, which arefull of instruction, and which

will serve to bring in the most forcible manner to the mind of
~ all entrusted with the management of public affairs, the heavy
responsibility resting upon them-to aid by all proper means in_
the establishment of a proper system of public instruction.

The following table carefully prepared from the last census,
exhibits the condition of colleges, academies and- primary
schools, and also, the number of white persons in this State
over the age of twenty, who cunnot read and write:—
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Allegany, . ... .1 .. 1 65| 29 802 | 227 589
Anne Arundel, 1 35 131 242 32 1,018 {1,180 49
Baltimore, . . .| 4395} 61 }2,872 | 94| 3,043 |1,082 | 2,405
Calvert, e ] 58 8 175 | 108 487
Carroll, 21" 39] 14 331 ... 387
Caroline, . I1...1 23 444 | 164 455
Cecil, .. ... 3 W07V 29 824 | 126 249
Charles, . . . . ... 25 647 | 248 56
Dorchester, ..} . . L 2 106 } 26 579 ) 275 ) 1,045
Frederick, . . .| 2] 283 4] 233 61 2261 782 887
Harford, . . . . 1 .. 5] 163 ] 38 9451 35 44
Keat, .. ... 3, 80 1 18| 4 474 | 23 199
Montgomery, . | .. . 9| 283 15 383 | 266 4926,
Prince George’s,| . . 4 421 12 253 | 216 o567
Queen Anne’s, | | . L. 6 96 | 12 3847 1261 371
Somerset, . . .| 1| 20 2 26 | 23 614 | 291 561
St. Mary’s, . . Uil sl | sl | e
Falbot,. . ... 4 78 21 870 | 470 443
Washmwton, . 2 95| 531 1,823 | 171 721
Worcester, 4 22| 24 600 | 144 | 565
Total in Md. | 12 | 813 | 133 4,289 | 565 {16,851 }6,624 11,817

Principal Touns| - ‘
Anpapolis,. . .| Y 35 5 a7 3 181 1 179 44
Balimore, . . .'| 41305 ] 50 (2,044 ] 63| 2,394°|1,007 | 1,101
Cumberland, . N 1 65 8 270 42 3
Frederiektown, | . .| .. 2 1681 10 356 | 124 4
Hagerstown, . L. .| .. 2 I__95 13 603 40 130

1t will' be at once remarked, that this table in giving the
number of students and scholars in attendance upon, the seve-
ral colleges academies and schools, does not give in every
.instanee, nor perhaps in any one, the true number.  Noris it
offered as exhibiting the precise condition of those msh‘rutmns,
but smply s a proximate to it,~—the only one indeed; (owing -
- to our defective systém,) which now can be furnished. With
the view of enabling the Legislature o see the actual condi-
tion of the primary schools, letters were addressed to the per-
sons havingcharge of them in the several counties, asking that
they would furnish answers to cerfain queries propounded.
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Some of them paid no atlention whatever to the request. The
information obtained from the others, will be found in a con-
venient form in the appendix to this report.

A glance at the table discovers the discreditable fact, that
there are 11,817 while persons within our state over the age
of twenty, who cannot read and write! Great as is this pro-
portion of the adult population of the state, it is, we have rea-
son to believe, much less than the actual number. The same
causes which operated against the procurement of precise in-
formation-on the part of the censns-takers as respects the num-
ber of scholars in attendapce at the different seminaries and
schools, did "so against their ascertainment of the number of
those 'who could not read and write, and in addition to these
obstaé]es, they had to encounter another of more potency.

The indisposition, common to_most persons, io acknow-
ledge when they are not forced to do so, their ignorance of the
mere rudiments of their vernacular longue, must have interfer-
ed materially with the discharge of the duties of the census-
takers, and diminished very considerably in their return, the
‘number who were so situated. ~It-is‘therefore but a reasonable
calenlation—taking into consideration these faets, to assume
that there are at least gne-third more than as stated in the cen-
sus; who cannot read and write. Making this allowance, the
whole number of white persons within the state of Maryland
‘over twenty years of age, who cannot read and write, is 15,754.
‘It may be safely assumed, that of - the number who can read
and write, that at least ane-third of them do so imperfectly,
-and that the information they have in these respects is of a
very-limited character.

In answer to a number of gquestions put to the intelligent
and gentlemanly clerk of the Directory of the Maryland Peni-
tentiary, as to the number of convicts within that institution,
and the character of the education they have received, he ob-
serves, “of those who claim to be able to read and write, the
latter qualification in the great mass of cases does not amount
to more than the simple mechanical power of connecting rudely
formed letters. Ina consultation I have had with the warden,
we have not been able to select more than thirty-four who can
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indite intelligible sentences; and from this fact an estimale
may be formed of the character for information generally, of
those who can read and write.”” 'The whole number of white
males in that institution is 169, of which, 104 say they can
both read and write.* Now if the estimate of the elerk be
correct; more than twg-thirds of those who profess to be able

_ to read and - write, are unable to do the lalter in any sense

other than rudely to form letters, and put them together with-
out regard to the rules of erthegraphy, or indeed of any of the
other rules of grammer. The same ratio may not held good
among the population of the stale generally, but certainly there
are at least one-third of those who profess to be able to read
and write who do the latter in the imperfect manner desecribed.
But if we discard these calculations altogether, and take the
number of, 15 , 154 as the representative of the proper propor-
tion of the white population of the state over twenty years of
age who cannot read.and write, we discover abundant reason
why the authorities of the state should employ all legitimate -
means o improve the condition of public education,

The populativn of Maryland is composed about equally of

~males and females: adopting this ratio, we then ascertain that

there are 7,877 white males over the age of twenty years who
cannot read and write.  The whale vote polled-in this state at
the presidential ¢election of 1840—when it is fair to presume
that either the zeal of politicians or considerations of public
good drew to the ballot box all who could pessibly reach it,—
was 62,380, - From the facts .already disclosed, we learn that
of this number ane-eighth part of them could not read and wnite;

_and when we consider the majority which the suceessful can-

# From the fourteenth annual report of the inspectors of the Kastern State
Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, it is ascertained thai the number of the con-
viets who could not read and wnte, is in @ greater proporlien lo the whole
_number than in the ‘Maryland I’emtentmry On page 14 of the report will
]Je found the following : '

Education. " . Habits. ’
Read and write, . . . . 785 . Drunk and got drunk, . . 1082
Readonly, . . . . . . 382 Temporutcdrmkers, A U 1
Could not read or write, . 455 Sober, . . . . . . 277
. Uncertain, . . . . .~ . 10

1622 ) 1622
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didate received was but little more than one-half of this pro-
portion, who 1s prepared to say that the permanent good of
society is not Jikely to suffer from the decision of such dis-
qualified persens? “A sepublican government,” to use the
language of one who has given great attention te the cause of
education and lent to its prosecution the energies of a vigorous
mind, ““is the visible manifestation of the people’s invisible
sonl, Through the ballot-box the latent will burst out into
autharitative action. In a republican gevernment the ballet-
box is the urn of fate; yet no god shakes the bowl or presides
over the lot. If the ballat-box is open to wisdom and patriot-
ism and humanily; it is equally open to ignorance and trea-
chery, to pride and envy, to contempt for the poor ar hostility
towards the rich, It is the loosest filter ever devised-to strain
out impurities. It gives equal ingress to whatever comes.
No masses of selfishness or fraud, no foul aggregations of cu-
pidity or profligacy, are so ponderous or bulky as to meet ob-
struction in its capacious gorge. ‘The criteria of a right to .
vole respect ci(ilzenship,’age, residence, tax, and in a few’
cases, property; but no inquiry can be put whether the appli-
cant is a Cato or a Catiline. To sccure fidelity in the dis-
charge of their duties, an oath is imposed on the most unim-
poriant officers,--constables, clerks, surveyors of roads, of
lumber, leather, fish,~—while the just exercise of this highest
function of the citizen, by which law makers, law expounders,
and executive officers are alike created, is secured by no civil
sanction. -In all business transactions, especislly where any
doubt ar distrust attaches 1o character, we reduce our stipula-
tions to writing; but In conferring the right to vote, we take
no promise beferehand that it shu]l be honestly exercised, nor
do we reserve to ourselves any r]ght of subsequent redress,
should the privilege be abused.” |
In this country where man professes to have reclaimed hls
rights as a pelitical being, and to.oecupy the position which a
benificent Creator designed he should, the first great duty of
those who are invested with authority is, manifestly, that of
seeing that he is qualified for the proper and just discharge of
the heavy responsibilities devolved upon him by his political
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condition. How is this io be dene? The only way in which
he can be fitted for so high an office is, (apart fromn domestic
culture,} that of public instruction, and this, as expericnee has
shown, can only be afforded through the medium of a properly
organized system of common schools.” )

It cannot be presumed, even for an instant, that a majority
of the people of Maryland can be indifferent as to the intellee-
tual conditicn of their descendanis, or of that security and
rational liberty which are the sure result of information and
morality among a people; nor will it be surmised, that their
representatives from wrong conceptions of the temper of their
constituents, are indisposed to such efforts as are essential to
the attainment of the public good by the education of the rising
generation. Their obligations to the peopie in this regard,
are too obvious for them to hope to escape their discharge by
any sordid calculation founded on the supposed avarice and
stopidity of those by whom they are deputed to act.  The peo-
ple as a whole, are fondly devoted to social order, to personal
security, and ardently desire the perpetuity of their political
institotions, and they are sufficiently well-advised to be able
to fully comprehend, that there is no security for either, unless
the mass be taught to distinguisk between that rational and
arderly liberty which seeks the preservation of civil and per-
sonal rights; and, that wild and clamourous licentiousness
which, on some imperfect view of the present order of things,
desires its change without stopping to estimate its ruinous cost.
This being their opinion, so far from discouraging the efforts
of their representatives to educate the young, they are ready
to cheer them on in the good work. Let there then be no
hesitancy, no equivocation, but spirited and direct action on
the part of their representatives, and all will be well.{

# Sow the soeds of usefulness in the spring-time of life, and they will ger-
minate, they will grow, and they wilf give the increase. Teach the young
to provide for themsclves, and you qualify them to be useful to others.—
Jupee BusL.

+ That the best preventive of crime is the general cducation of the people,
is demonstrable by the statistics of the world, From an excellent report
made to the New York House of Assembly by Mr, Hubbard, the following.
iz extracted :
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One great impediment in the way of the sudden growth of

public schools, is that sickly sentimentality that is born of ig-
noranee and pride. There are those who, unable to estimate

“'The reports of the Prison Discipline Society contain some striking facts,
showing how intimately crime and ignorance are allied. Mr, Pilsbury,
keeper of the Conneetieut state prison at Weathersfield, says, ‘No corvict
has ever been in this prison who was liberally educated ; and the proportiors
-of those who can read and write is but eight in one hundred.” At Sing-Sing,
only fifty out of eight hundred and ffty-two conviets had received anything
{ike an education. In the new penitentiary, in Philadelphia, of two hundred
and seventeen prisoners received in 1835, sixty-three could neilher read nor
write, sixty could read only, and cighty.five could read and write very indif-
ferently. Of the prisoners in the jails of London in 1836,~'37,38, but nine
in ane hundred could read and write, and nat one in a hundred had ever been .
-carefully taught his mornl and religions duties. Out of nine hundred and
ninety-five convicts in the jails of Lancaster, England, but seven wers fa-
miliar with the Scriptures. Sir Richard Phillips, Sheriff of London, says,
that in a memorial addressed to the sheriffs by one hundred and fifty-two
criminals in Newgate, twenty-five only signed their names in a fuir hand,
twenty-six in an illegible serawl, one hundred and onc were marismen, Fow
could read with facility ; more than half could not read atall; most of them
thought books useless. The chaplain of the Ohio Penitentiary remarks:
‘Not only in our prison but in others, depraved appetites 2ud corrupt habits,
which have led to the commission of critne, are usually found with the {gno-
rant, uninformed, and duller part of mankind. Of two hundred and seventy-.
six prisoners, nearly all below mediocrity, one hundred and seventy-five are
grossly ignorant, and in point of education, scarcely capable of iransucting
the ordinary business of life.

“0n the other hand, in Prussia, after the school system, perfected in 1819,
had been in operation fourtean years, while the population nf the kingdom
had increased thres per cent., the proportion of paupers and criminals had
decreased thirty-eight por cent. Qut of more than three thousand children
of the poorest ¢lass in Londen, taught in the Gowerwalk schaol, not one has
ever heen convicted of an offence ngaingt the luws of the ccuntry. It appears
by the census of 1840, out of 2,420,921 population of this state, were 43,705
whites, or one in fifiy-six, of the age of twenty years and upwards, who can
neither read not write; as often as one of the 2,377,216, becomes an inmate
of the state prison, three of the 43,705 accompany kim. The commitfee
might inatitate comparigsons between Marsachusetts, with her 737,699 in.
habitauts, of which enly one to every one hundred and sixty-six over twenty
years of age cannot read or write, and Mississippt with her 375,651 popula-
tion, of which one to every twenty, over twenty years of age, can neither
read nor wWrite ; or between the United States with hier population of 17,062,.
566, of which number over twenly years of age are oniy 584,457 who are
unable to read and write, and Great Britain with her 24,000,600 of ignerant
pauper population ; bt we forbear.  All hislory demonstrates that the pre-
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the value of a cultivated mind, think it a mark of reproach to
send their children to the common schools,* and although such

vention of pauperism and crime is much less expensive than the relief of the
one class and the punishment of the other.

«LEvery prisoner committed to the castle is minutely examined hy me as 1o
his moral and religious knowledge, habits, &c.; the result of ihe examina-

stions shows a very remarkable correspondence betveen j ignoranee and crime.
I have been long cmployed in parochial duties, and 1 find a striking differ-
ence between the knowledge of the poeover classes'thus bronght under my
review, und the prisoners committed to the castle. That ignerance is pro-
duective of crime I have ever heen convinced; but nothing can so fully con-
firm that convietion as an inlimate knowledge of the inmates of a prison.
From Januvary, 1825, to March, 1626, four hundred prisoners came under my
examination ; of 1liese, one hundred and seventy-ihree could neither read
nor write ; twenty-cight mercly knew the alphabet; forty-nine could read
very imperfectly, 50 as not to be ahle to ohtain any informution by it; thirty-
seven could read auly; and 99 could read and write.

¥ % ® % ® % 5 A boy has been discharged this day after a confine-
ment of six weeks; I found him at his admission distressingly ignorant.
He had no iden of God, or of another world.. He had heard of heaven and
hell in profine conversation, but knew not the meaning of theso awful
words.—Statement of Rev. Jumes Brown, chaptam of Norwickh Castle,

Norfold, England. ‘

wThe Rev.'B. C. 8mith, formerly supetinteadent of the Sabbath school, and
afterward chaplain of the prison at Auburp, in a report made te the Salbath
Scheool Union of Caynga county, Aug. 8, 1827, of the elate of ‘the Sabbath
seliool in the prison, says: “In the case of these convicts, we found fresh
testimony to the truth of the common remark, that ignorance and vice are
closely allied. By far the greater number of those received into the school
have been found incapable of reading intelligibly in common reading, and
not a fuw unable to tell one letter frem another” = -

«['he Rev. Gerrish Barrett, chaplain of the prison at Sing-Sing, under dnte
of May 23, 1828, says: “The number of convicts here is.about five hundred -
and twenty., When there were fuur hundrod, I found fifty among them who
could not read.”

«Rvidence an this point might be multiplied to an indefinite extent, bnt
wlat has been said, will, it is hoped, be sufficient to overcome the most stub-
born scepticiam. I the annual expense could be ascertained, to which the
state is put in the punishment of crime commiticd by persons who have not
received a proper edacation, it doubtless would be discovered that the amount
exceeds hy far, that which would serve to establish a proper system of schools,
which, as shown, is after all one of the surest preveniives of erime.”

# o If," nobly and patriotically suid Daniel Webster, «I ad as many sens
as ald Priam, { would send them all 1o public schools.”

«iIt does the children of higher families.good, 1o sit on u level with the
ehildren of the lower, and if it must be s0, to be surpassed by them. Il mmakos
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if deprived of the conventional influence which wealth too often
gives to the opinions of its possesscr, would be deemed of no
importance, yet the straining after aristocratical distinctions in
saciety which unfortunately too often characterizes the aspira-
tions of a portion of the communify, enables them 1o give a
~direction to publick judgment that is wholly wrong and perni-
cious. It should be the labour of all, who are really and sin-
cerely the friends of education, to destroy the baneful effects
of such examples, by inspiring, as far as possible, the people
‘with a profound regard for that system-which alone can sub-

_them respect merit, delivers them of their impracticél conceits, and inspires
them with a sense of justice. Tt is a great edvantage also to know socicty.
Henee the child whe is brought up exclusively in a private sehool, and espe-
cially a boy, is not thoroughly eduwcated. He decs not know the people, and
is not qualified to act his part among them. Their feelings. prejudices,
tastes, deficiencies, are all unknown fo him. His knowledge is more ex-
quisite than the world is, and his charactor is practically unamericanized.
Going into life as o statesman, or a lawyer, or in almest any other capacity,
he will go under a decided disadvantage. How small a thing ig it, indeed, to
teaeh children the names of mountains and rivers, and other things equally
distant from them, when they do not ‘really know their own neighbors and
countrymen.” - .

“#The more is this to be regretted when the knowledge of. their follow-
citizens, in lawer walks of lifa, would so. much diminish their distance frem
them, and breed in their hearts, a feeling of eitizenship, as well.of humanity,
so'much enlarged; for man is man, whether high or low, und it will always
be found, however mauch we magnify the distinctions of society, that his
actions and feelings do, after all, epring from his manheod morc.than from
his eondition. A knowledge of the kigh is a knowledge of many infirmities
together with many traits of fellow-feeling, that pride never could- suppress.
A knowledge of the low, a kndwledge also of many noble and fine qualities,
tégcthcr with some vulgar prejudices. - There is ever more distinction in the
‘outward show of ranks than there is within; for when the two come really
to feel and waigh each ather, it is not the rich knowing the poor, or the peor
the rich, but it is the man knowing the man, and both together knowing
themselves to be allied by nature to the same God, as they are cilizens of the
sams couniry, How fine a pieture of society might we hope to realize,
through the medium of a perfect system of pui}lick education. What an ele-
vation of manners, in the whole people, what respectfulness to merit in all
grades of life, what a friendly undorstanding, without jealousy of precedenco
or character. Gathering round the youth, with a common interest, we
should share & common pride in their ingenuous efforts at improvement.
"Our.streets would revere the dignily of intelligence and character. Our
houses would be abodes of thrift and self-respect, and virtuous happiness.”—
Report of Horace Bushnell vn the Schools of Hartford, Ct.

3 . ‘
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serve the great purpose of national education. A true friend
of the progress of man, a great and good man,® ha¢ no less
nobly than eloquently proclaimed in behalf of the friends of
common ‘schools that they ‘“utterly repudiate, as unworthy,
not of freemen only, but of men, the narrow nolion, that there
4is to be an education for the poor as sich. Has God,” in-
quires he, ““provided for the poor i coarser earth, a thinner air,
a paler sky? Does not the glarious sin pour down his golden
flood as cheerily upen the poor man’s hovel, as upon the rich
man’s palace? Have not the coiter’s children as keen asense
of all the freshness, verdure, fragrance, melody, and beauty of
luxuriant nature as the pale sons of kings? Or is it-on the
mind that God has stamped the imprint of a baser birth, so
that the poor man’s child knows, with an inborn certainty,
that his lot is to crawl, not chmb?”

“Tt is not so. (God has not done it. Mind is immortal.
Mind-is imperial. It'kjears no mark of high orlow, of rich or
poor. It heeds no bound-of time or place, of rank or circum-
stance, It asks but freedom. It requires but light. It is
heaven-born, and it aspires to heaven. Weakness does not
enfeeble it. Poverly cannot repress it. Difficuities. do but
stimulate its vigor. And the poor tallow-chandler’s son, that
sits up all night to read the book which an apprentice lends
him, lest the master’s eye should miss it in the morning, shall
stand and treat with kings, shall add new provinces to the do-
main of science, shall bind the lightning with a hemper cord,
and bring it harmless from the skies. The common scheol is
common, not as inferior, not as the school for poor men’s chil-
‘dren, but as the light and air are common. It ought to be the
best school, because it is the first school; and in all good
works the beginning is one half. Who does not know the
value to a community of a plentiful supply of the pure element
of water? And icfinitely more than this is the instruction of
the common school ; for it is the fountain ot which the mind

- drinks, and is refreshed and strengthened for ils career of use-
© Julness and glory.”

If those whose duty it is to be foremost in good works, but

* Bishop Dt;:mg.
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exert themselves as they should, the blind prejudice to which
allusion has been made, will be removed without much diffi-
culty. And if one-thousandth part of the zeal that is brought
to bear upon the decision of the comparatively trifiing and un-
important topicks which so frequently agitate the politicians
of our villages and cities, be but properly directed, there will
be established firmly in the publick mind, a partiality for com-
mon schools which cannot easily be overcome. Let therefore
the representatives of the people take the lead in the great
struggle that is sooner or later to be made in favour of univer-
sal education. Let it be their pride to give the proper tone to
publick sentiment, and let them above all things, and at all times
remember, that by praviding efficiently for the moral and in-
teltectual improvement of their countrymen, they give a surer
suppott to republican institutions, to the good order of society,
and to the enjoyment of rational liberty, than by the success-
ful advocacey of any, or of all, of the thousand and one other
guestions of the day. For it is wilful blindness not to perceive
thaut the social, as well as the political condition of a people,
mainly, if not altogether, depends upon the culture they have
received.

Man as such, has not, as his history shows, been so much
distinguished from the rest of animated nature by his_form, as
by the god-like attribute of mind with which the Almighty has
endowed him. It is the capacity to think, to reason, and to
arrive at correct conclusions, that gives him the impress of
superiorily. Apart from this,—what is he but “gilded loam
or painted clay?” Ifthe powers of his soul be not improved
and strengthened by the teachings of wisdom and morality, he
is but little removed frem the brute creation.  Wherein is the
savage of the western wilds mostly distinguished from the
denizen of our largest cities? Is it in his form, his strength,
agility, or his ability longer to endure heat, or cold, or fatigue?
No; although these, to some extent, separate him from the
category in which the other is placed, yet it is not these quali-
ties that unfit him for civilized life, for the enjoyment of social
order, or for the comforts and pleasures of the domestic circle.
No, no, it is not in'these, but the darkness in which his soql



. 20

is shrouded. Envelope this immortal spark in gloom, and.
man is-indeed a savage. Quicken 1t into moral activity, and.
he is but less than a god. . Just in proportion then as his moral.
faculties be improved and invigorated;'is he qualified for the
faithful performance of the high and holy duties which his na-
iure imposes. This being the case, and it 'being universally
conceded that republicanism can subsist only upon the intelli-
gence and virtue of the people, it is therefore but “*sound and-
fury signifying nothing,” to talk of the. perpetuation of the
blessings of liberty where ignorance and vice are allowed
luxariantly to grow. As well might it'be expected of a ves-
sel without rudder, sails, or compass, to withstand the storms
that at times wilh resistless fury sweep across the beean’s
trackless waste, as to hope that liberty can exist when immo-
rality and ignorance sit within its temple, and their concomi-
tants, licentionsness and turbulent passion, are its only guards
without. - In this country, where the execution of the laws,

“and indeed the security of property and of hfe, depend so much
upon the temper of the people, who in fact hold and exercise
sovereignty, what guaranty can there be of either, if the strong
be restrained by no sense of right, or if ignorance and corrup--
tion be not awed by the all penadmg nfluence' of know]edge
and virtue? What : S

i rein can hold licentious wickedness, )
Whe